o+ * of bu,000 miles of rallway, and ia yet only baginniug
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- DED GRATIAS.

Our Broad and Fruitfol Home for
Untold Millions.

PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE GREATNESS.

A Contrast with the Nations
of Old Europe.

-

THE CELEBRATION TO-DAY.

How the American Festival of

Thanks Will Be Observed.
> .

1t Is diMeult to give in words any more complots
impression of the material strength of tnis nation
than is conveyed by the graphiocul presentation of
the aveas of our States aud Territories as compared
to those ot the most civilized and densely populated
countries of Europe, if we consider the proportion
of these areas 10 the area ocoupied by the principal
erops on which our material welfare mainly de-
ponds,

Upon one-fourteenth part of our whole soil or
uphmmmhpmutmuwwu fit for agri-
culture we produce the hay and roots that we re-
quire, and all the grains sugd cotton that we meed
ourselves, with g0 much moro that even if we did
not produce an ounce of gold or silver within our
borders we could command the treasures of the
world, Yet If wa consider the average product per
acre in rgspect to overy one of these crops we find
that It does not exceed one-half the quantity that
aven a bly good system of agrioulture would
bring fortn. If we cousider the conditions under
which each and all of these great crops of grain, hay
and cotton are produced we find that they represent
in the lesser degree only, the art of lgr(ﬂulli'll.l‘l.

THE GEEAT WHEAT REGIONS.

Not many years since thie Genesee Valley and the
central parts of the State of New York were mainly
devoted to the prod of wheat; from that point
ita cultivation gradually moved westward and
porthward, snd now Minnesots and Kansas take
the lead in this great crop. But this change
does nbt mark the decay, rather the progress of
sgriculture in the regions from which the cul*
ture of wheat hss mainly passed. In tho great
Minsissippl Valley wheat hus found its natural
home upon the Liess formation, the boundaries of
Wwhich are not yet known. The soil of this same
formation has been cropped with wheat for cen-
turios in Chins withont exhaustion. Tho value of
this soil is presented in Mr, Abram 8. Hewitt's
speech, In which the resources of this country sre
80 ably presented. The esatern bouundary of this
formation is somewhere in Ohlo, tho westorn ex-
tends to the great plains west of the Misslssippl.

Tho furms of Central New York are betler culti-
wsed and more productive than when fREFWre
devoted to wheat. Even in the more storile State
of Massachusetts the data of the last national
census (which were quite <nadequate in re-
apect (o the products of sgriculture of that
Btate) disclosed the fact that Worcester county
siood only third among the county divisions of the
whole country in the value of the products of agri-
eulture. The first was Lancaster county, Pa,; the
second the great dairy county'of 8t. Lawrence, N.
Y.; the fourth was Hartford county, Conn.: not
until the fifth did we reach the corn country, La
Balle eounty, 11l.; sixth, the wheat country, Oakland
«couuty, Mich., snd next we come back to Burlington
county, in New Jersey.

HIGHER AGRICULTURE.

In 1870 the value of the products of agriculture of
the five counties of Lancaster, Pa.; St Lawrence,
N. Y.; Worcester, Mass, ; Hartford, Conn,, and Bur-
lington, N. J., all situsted in the far Enst, was
$38,504,240, Yet the arca of improved land on which
this value was produced was only 3,038 square miles,
An area that would be graphically represented on the
seale of tho chart by this square:—

|

The wvalue of the farms of these five Eastern
counties representod Ly this sguare wam, in 1870,
$182,780,011. The value of all the {mproved lands
in the great corn State of Nlinois was only five tines
as great; tho value of all the farms (n the greast
wheoat State of Minnesots o little more than one-half
as much, and in the great Htato of M|
less than one-half,

In this country corn and wheat are but the
ploneers of agrionlture, and the cultivation of cob-
ton is almost seml-barbarous, even under its present
improved conditions of free labor—loss than balf a
bals to an scre is tho average, and that is the pro-
duet of land under the rudest methods and moat
nnfit conditions of cultivation or of the poorest
kind. One bale of cotton an scre ls the minimum
of good cultivation.

g DAIRY PRODUCTH,

The dairy products of the i readily
be graphically presented by s line representlug n
specific ares of land, but the value of the butter
and cheeso is noarly, it not quitg, as great ws that of
tle cotton crop; and, if the value of the milk con-
sumed aa food be added, the total value of
the dalry product is more than that of the cotton
trop and as much as or more than that of the wheat
srop.

TOBACCD, SUGAR, RICK.
Tobacco, sugar and rice ocoupy so small » space
that the scale of the chart will Lardly suffice to pic-

ture them,
WOk, "

The produetion of wool connot be graphically de-
fined, Its flnal home may be upon the cotton feld
where sheep fed upou the cake that Is left altor the
oil bas Leon taken from the kerncl of thoe weed will
Pertilizo the soll, double the erop of cotton and add
the wool elip to the profit of the erop,

THR HOMR OF ONE HUNDRED MILLIONS,

We number now nearly or gulite 50,000,000 people;
100,000,000 cowld be sustained” without incroasing
the nrea of asingle farm or sdding oue to their num-
Ler by marely bringing our product up to the aver.
age stundard of r bly good agriculture, aud
then there might ramain for export twice the quan-
tity we now send abroad to foel the hungry in for.
elgn lands, No longer divided by the curso of slavery
this uation Is now united by bonds of mutusl fn-
tarent and of common speoch, tiod by the iron band

W
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Graphical Presentation of the Comparative Areas of the States and Territories of the United States and the Countries
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of Eurcope, Omitting Russia and Alaska.

PUL  FOR.

6..8wedeD..cau vesrsrinanesanasas 168,042
7..California. ... covvvenennnan. .. 167,801
8..Territory of Dakota............ 150,932
9. .Territory of Moftana........., 143,776
10, .Turkey, including Bulgaria, &o. 138,264

11. .Norway..... SR e e eeee 122,280
12, .New Mexico....... S 121,201
13. .Great Britain and Ireland..... 120,879
14, . Italy....... R sin sy hie e vene 114,296
15, .ATIBODA: caevnvsecsnnssssivone . 113,916
16, .Nevada. ...ccoeveeuancanas vesse. 112,090
17..Colorado.....vuuvesenvananaa.. 104,500
18..Territory of Wyoming......... 97,883
19, .0regon....ivos vansnenn ceesnnes 95,274

20, . Territory of Idaho............. 96,204

21..Territory of Utah....... ...... 84,476
29, . Minnesotd...cceeenssnnnencaana 83,631
23, . KRDBAS. ....cocnnenrnncanicniane 80,891
24. .Hcl;nsh.. .................... 75,986
26. . Territory of Washington...... . 09,994
26. .Indian Territory...... ciensennes 08,091
7. Mis80uUri....us soncesiainaiaass 65,350
28, . Floridi....coonnsnrenssssnesaes 09,268
29..England and Wales, ......... . 58,320
80..GeOTRIB .1 vuvvnvrnennrnssanise. 58,000
31. . Michigan.....cooaveineraeaa... 06,451
32, . IMINOIS..ccieieanniiiineeesaaaae D5, 414
83. . JOWB.sscnssssnansssnsasssnsnces 00,045
34..Wisconsin.....coneuvereena.... 53,924
35. . Arkansas...ccoesecescscrsocnes 52,198
36..AlabAMmA. ..euvas sssansnnaassan 50,722
37..North Caroling.....ceueenaean. 50,704
| 38, Missiosippi. oo Cuseesapmasaeners 47,150
39. New York.....oovvevesncesasss 47,000
ﬁ..l’ennsy!mnh. P A 46,000
41, .Tennesses............ vesesesss 45,600
42, Louisiana........... seseaaneas 41,368
48. .0hi0...opsnicissnsscnnnnonne . 39,964
44. . Virginia...... sssesssnsiansesse 55,548
45. . Kentucky.....co sisvsssanssse. 37,680
46. . Portugal........cevvnveenerseae 36,510
47. . Maine,......... e veaas 356,000
48. .South Caroling........eveevee. 34,000
49, . Indiana........ srssinsnssssncas 35,800
560. . Ireland.....cccouuen s dansass  ShOTE
51, .Scotland salaea senasassness  SLEES
52.. West Virginit....coveeenrnss 23,000
53..Netherlands.......coennueean.. 20,627
B4..Greece...... coveerranrrrceree. 19,941
55. .Bwitzerland..... ... ceresse 15,233
66..Denmark.....civiviansennnins 14,653
67..Belginom......... T ¢ P
58. . Marylande. .oevueniensracnnes . 11,124
59..Vermont....cc cosessnssosassas 10,212
60..New Hampshire.......ooo0nee. 9,280
61, . New Jersey.c..cvevvsavncaniass 8,320
62, .Massachusetta, ...... coveseuaas 7,800
63..Connecticut..... cevenssiaseses 4750
64, DelaWAre.c..ooviranssnannsasss 5120
65.. Montenegro....coe cvessasarsas LT70
60, .Rhode Island....... ciisvsaases  ByO0B

ukm_||I|||||||||||||.|l|

Martin's Year Book.

.
Name. . Square Miles. Relalive Avea (Uniled States solid, Europe open).

1,.Texas........ s T ceneeens. 274,350 5

2. .Austrian Empire............... 240,043 -

3..Germun Empire............... 212,00 =

4. France,...ooveenee coves sesarss 204,091 1

B SPRITL o anssranesnnssnsnenns RRITOL |

AUTHORITIES :

Statistical abstract of the United*States—Joseph Nimmo, Jr.
Agricultural Department of the United States—J. R, Dodge, Statistician,

cotton on 1,808,306 acres, or

Texas produced in 1878 between 800,000 and 500,000 bales of

The consumption of cotton in the United States in 1878 was |

1,568,960 bales ; if raised in Texas, at present average peracre.. -i,SUDIf
The crop of cotton of the United States in 1878-79 was” 5,078,331 i |
bales ; if raised in Texas, at one bale to an .mere............ 8.00&J|l i
The world uses in all 11,000,000 to 12,000,000 bales of cotton of |
Ameriean weight ; if all were raised in Texas, at one bale to } |
an acre, 1688 thani...ccvviiriniiicisninnnsssscecsasannasnans 19,000 |
ol SRR

Square Miles. | Relative Area.

s -
T X e ST S T T N
; Square Miles,

Area of the United States, omitting Alaska........covvemeniinniiiiiniriainnns 3,034,399 ‘
Area of arable land, estimated................ R 1,500,000 'I

] (A large portion o‘f the remainder is suitable for grazing.)
Area of farms now occupied and in part improved........ B e e wvcacan S . 700,000 :
Area of improved land in the above farms, estimated.........cocvvuiiiiiiins 400,000 |
Area oconpied by nine crops named below......o.ivieeinnniiiiiai e, . 21,769 |
Aren of TOXBS.o.iiiiisnsnisssininsnsssretsansssnsessssssanasasssnses 274,356 :
Deduet the desert land of Texas, SBY....ccvcvesrsrsrssassanransssnnns 50,000— 224,356 L

bty Wb L e = = Lo

to feel tH% vital power and grandeur of s truly
natiousl existence.
CONTRASTS WITH EUROPE.

On this day of Thanksgiving may we not grate-
fully eontrast our position with that of other na-
tions whose ares is reprosentod {n the chart?

For the purpose of this consideration wo will omit
the balf eultivated Emplre of Russia, with its vast
ares iu Europo of 2,201,067 sg miles, "
78,281,447 people and burdenod by its simost un-
known national debt. We will omit the half organ.
izod States of Roumanls, 45,042 square miles and
5,075,000 of people; Bervia, 20,850 square miles,
1,719,622 poople; Montenegro, 1,770 sq miles,
106,500 people. We will omit the dylug Empire of
Turkey in Europe and the nowly created States of

Thelr national debts amounted to $156,719,557,040
mearly sizteen thousand millions of dollars), seven-
elghitha &t which or more were incurred for wars in
wihich the peopio had mo wvoiee, but which wers
entered upon to sustain the vestad wrouge with
which past generations of rulers have burdened the
people of the present time.

These States and pations are guarded by srmed
eamps, containing standiug armics to the number of
1,904,334 mon, while a far greater number, kept in re-
serveand liable to be called to active waral a moment’s
notice, are wasting Lalf their lives in military drill.
In the freest nation of all—Great Britain—one-hall
tho House of Lords and onethird of the House of
ommons aro sald to be counccted insome direct
manner with thearmy and aco the mon who maiuly

[~]

Bulgarin, Eastern Roumella, B snd Horeg
ving, about 128,000 square miles sod 8,315,000
people. »
THY DENMAURDENED ARMED CAMPS OF CIVILIZATION,
Wo will make our comparison only with the civil-
|zed countries of Europe, The nations and States of
Austria, Gormany, Fravce, Spain, Bwedon, Norway,
England, Scotland, Ireland, ltaly, Portugal, Nether-
Inuds, Groece, Switaeriand, Denmark and Bal-
glum comprise 1,498,540 square miles; sn area
atiout equal to the arablo land of the United
States; their popuiation, ling  to  the
eeansus of each couniry taken st various daies

in 178 aud  subsequontly, wes 017,900,488,

the bory sdminisiration in ita policy of war,
rapiue and aggression.
AMURICA'S DEDT AND ARMY,

16 s but fourtesn years sinoe our national debt
was oVer $3,000,000,000; its fall smounl never ap-
peared by the books of the Treasury, becunse bofors
thoacoounts that were dus and nnpsid st the ead of the
war could bo andited and entered $250,000,000 liad
been paid; sineo thon 14 haa been reduced §750,000,000
more, and we now owe bt §L000,000,000,

Onr army I8 buta border police of 25,000 men,
Defore the end of the coniury our debt may be all
paid, and it justico i done to the Indian tribes we

shall have leas need of an army thon than uow,

An American gentloman, well known in the world
of ]-n'll:lcﬂ ecouomy, s thinker aml s siatistician,
writes sometbing beariug on this maiter which will
be found highly significant :—

When in England about two years sinee Ifound
all thinking men gregtly disturbod by the pressure
of population and by the land question, One geutle
wian with whoi | passod & couple of days—a vary
large manufscturir—atated the problom in substau.
Lnily theso words:— - ¢

«“We double our population in England once in
fitty yoars; we now buy one-hall our food; we de-
pond upon out supremacy in manufeoturing for our
power to purchase; you fu Americs, and others,
have touched our supremacy; you have uot yel
trenehod upon it to any great extent, bat you have
boguni if wo connot sell we canuot by whst then
ahall wa do with o r increaso (f wo caunot even sus-
tain our present population?™

My natursl reply was, “Sond the increase to the
Unltod Staten."’
opu” sald my hoat, “your land is all disposed
of " Y
| stared at him and asked on what autbority he
made thut statomoent.

His reply was :—*0n Major Powall's official repors,
of which I have a eopy.”

HOW AMKRICA CAN BOLVE IT,

I thon explained to him that Major Powell merely
stated that the governmaent had parted with ita title—
that the Isnd was disposed of but not yot used, and
1 then sdded :—*You are & falr exsmple of the uttoer
ignorance of the mujority of your countrymen as
tothe capsalty of the United States, and the resaon
8 bhmb all pclicol waps are wade to Ot & unllorm

1 will now ondeavor to convince you that we
can yet recoive s few mere immigrants from
Eoglund snd not be embarrassnd by them, If yon
will send the men to do the work we can place thom
npon the little patch of the State of Texus by which
Toans exoseds tho present aroa of the German Em-
pare (62,000 square mites). We will locate Lhis lot, as
we say i America, on the line of the Texas Paeifics
Rallroad, south of the Red River and borderad by it
Within eighty or & hundred miles on esch alde of
that line, before we come to the grasing country,
will find good land enough (o0 pro.
duce the eutire cotton crop of the United
Btates, say five willion bales, and the eutire whoat
erop of the Unitad States {then sbout three Lundred
and ffey willion bushoels), sud we will have land
enough laft inside onr limit of L0000 square miles
to subsist the people who mako these two crops, 1If
thils is not suflicient, as the winter whoat grows too
fast in that section, we will pasture two or throe
milllon head of cattle upon it, to Keep the wheat
below the first Jolut until aftor frosts have closed,
and then gend thom to market,"

My friond said he had befora conssdered moe s
modost Yankes, but his confidence was shaken, He
seciuml, howover, to find womo salisfaction in the
furthor statomont whioh [ added, **Thaj the real re
lief to England from say immediste fear of our
competition {n eotton fabriea or other goods or
wools might be allayed, becaure the home demand
upon our mills, works and money would soon be-
oMo 8o Active as 10 give us all we could do w sup-
ply "

The computation on whioh the statemont in re-
spect 1o Toxas was basod was an estimate that the
fortile laud of the section mamed would yield ome

ETIa| s
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Anrea Occuprep By tue PrixcreaL Crops or TEE UsiTeEp STaTES IN THE YEAR 1878, |
—d !
= | Crop. Acres. Product per Acre, Quantities. Square Miles, Relative Area.
el , OB s v 51,585,000 26.91 bushels 1,388,218,750 bushels 80,601 1
Pt DR s L e 92,108,560 |  13.00 bushels 420,122,400 bushels 50,170 .
[ 5. b oy se e veerd| 26,931,300 1.47 tons 39,608,206 tons 42,050 )
=] DR, vovscovsnss 13,176,500 31.39 bushels 413,578,560 bushels 00,500 |—
| |
L] | Cotton.......... 12,266,500 413 bales 5,073,531 bales 10,160 (e
[ | | Barley....csee.. 1,790,400 23.60 bushels 4%245,630 bushels 2,800 |= 2
[ | Potatoes........ 1,776,800 70  bushels 124,126,650 bushels 277  |=)
. Rye...... A A 1,622,700 16 bushels 25,842,790 bushels 2,635 = 1|
b | |r Buckwheat. ..... 673,100 18.20 bushels 12,246,820 bushels 1,051 ] Total square miles.......... 221,769 ||
7 | - AW B AP s
ewtio ] ':;I r:v-ua_m); I'I;Uﬂ_i:l_l. I ENGLAND, sheet of paper and are not drawn on the same scale. | bale of colton orgwenty bushels of whost to aa

acre, nndor good eftitivation, at which ratlo
G,000,000 bales of cotton would take a little

loss 1o sguare nitles than .
BHU,000, U0 bushels wheat o Littio over...

. 27,000
in my statement.... 27,000
Exeesw of Toexas over Germany in all (square
uibies) 62,000
Perhaps some other Statea might eompote with
Texan, but this seomed the best example to meet the

[ LU

For the two crops......
Margln for over-osiimsto

OUR HERITAGR OF FREEDOM.

While wo thus seo on whiat substantial grounds we
may look forward to a future of brilliant and Pnex-
smpled prospority amd peace we may well mmomber
that tho riches of & nation conwisi neithor (n abunds
ance of money nor in abundance o} 1and, but, in the
words spoken & centnry since by eno of the groat
merchants of Philadelphin, Peletish Webster, whose
works are too little known, they do consist in *good
Inws, good public officers, in virtuous cltigens, in
strength and concord, ln w isdom, lu Justice, in wise
eounsels and in manly foreo."”

May wo not woll recall on this day of Thanksglve
{ng the warnitg words of ono now living, who him-
sulf has dose ns wuch a8 any other man to kesp
this uation true =

For what avail the plough or sail,
Or land or (ife, it freodom fail?

In the providence of (kod there Are no dagrees of

erime, The erimo of slavery we have repented and

| we have paid the dsbi of wrong by life and tressure,




